
Therapeutic Treatment Orders
Pathway when the Children’s Court  
(Criminal Division) makes a referral

Criminal Division referral (s 349(2))

DHHS report to Criminal Division on enquiry (and advising if an 
application for TTO has, or has not, been made) (s 350)

DHHS report to Criminal Division on  
whether TTO was made (s 351)

DHHS must report to Criminal Division on outcome of TTO (s 353)

If TTO not complied  
with Criminal  

Division proceeding  
may continue (s 354)

CCV (Criminal Division) CCV (Family Division) Department of Health & Human Services

If TTO complied with, 
Criminal Division  

must discharge the child 
(s 354(4))

Court may require DHHS to report to the Criminal  
Division when adjourning proceedings or at any time 

during the TTO (progress reports) (s 352A)

Where Criminal Division has not yet made  
a finding, proceedings adjourned for TTO  

compliance – usually 12 months (s 352)

TTO can be extended further for up to 12 months

DHHS receives s.349(2) referral (s 245(1)(b))

DHHS not satisfied that the child is in need of TT

DHHS must prepare TT Plan (s 169A, s 169B)

DHHS must review 
TT Plan as specified 

and as otherwise 
appears necessary 

(s 169C)

DHHS satisfied on reasonable grounds that  
the child is in need of TT (s 246(1))

DHHS may apply for TTO in Family Division (s 246)

Family Division refuses 
TTO application

Family Division may issue safe custody warrant if  
the child does not appear at relevant hearing (s 247(1))

TTO in place for period specified (not more than  
12 months. Applies even if the child turns 18  

after the TTO is made) (s 250)

TTO can be extended further for up to 12 months 
(even if the child turns 18 before the TTO is  

extended or during the period of extension) (s 256)

*A TTO may include conditions:

• directing the child’s parent/carer to take any  
 necessary steps to enable the child to participate  
 in the TT program;

• directing the child to permit reports to be given  
 to DHHS;

• requiring DHHS to report to the Family Division;

• any other conditions the Court considers 
 appropriate (s 249(2))

Family Division makes TTO (s 248, s 249)*

If TTO application

KEY

TTB must advise DHHS on appropriateness of TTO (s 245(6))

Within 21 days of referral

Within 6 weeks after TTO made

DHHS must refer matter to the Therapeutic Treatment Board for advice (s 245(4))
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